
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Seize opportunities and follow your dreams 
  
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to explore the world, get up 
close to nature, or do your bit to help the world to be a better place? Well, in 
this week’s Ammonite you can read about one of our sixth formers who has 
done just that!  
Joseph in Year 13 spent the Christmas period at a turtle sanctuary in Costa  
Rica, as part of his Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
What an amazing experience! 
  
Closer to home, students in Year 10 have been learning about what it would 
be like to go to university, with further talks coming up about Oxford and  
Cambridge for those considering applying.  
No matter your starting point, remember to take opportunities in life and 
dream big. The world is full of adventure. 
  
Yesterday evening we completed the first set of Year 11 Sixth Form interviews. 
We were so impressed by their interpersonal skills and passion for the courses 
they want to study. With so many applications this year we can’t wait for next 
week’s interviews on Tuesday, and if students wish to apply, it is not too late. 
Our support for Year 11 will continue next term as they attend subject sessions 
during tutor time, and after the summer exams we look forward to welcoming 
them to their Sixth Form Induction Days so they can try out their subjects and 
complete team building activities.   
  
On another note, you will be aware from the national news of the pending 
industrial action on 1st February by the NEU teaching union. As part of our  
provisional planning, the Wednesday night performance (1st February) of our forthcoming show has been moved to Monday 
30th January. 
  
We appreciate this will be frustrating but I would like to reassure you we are working closely with representatives from the NEU 
to keep up to date with the situation, and I will write to confirm the final arrangements as soon as possible. 
  
STOP PRESS: Congratulations to our Year 8 Netball team, pictured below on winning the BANES Tournament last night.  
A wonderful outcome from their delayed match from before Christmas from such a committed group of individuals. 
#Collaboration 
 

Best Wishes  
 
Rob Pearsall  

Principal & Executive Head of School  
Wellsway School and IKB Academy  

Saturday 21st January 2023 

Tickets available on Ticket Source 

Monday 30th  January—2nd February  2023 

School Production 

Thursday 26th January 2023 

Year 7 Inclusion Parent Information Evening  

(for parents of children with SEND) 

Wednesday 8th February 2023 

Year 11 Supporting  for Success Evening 

Thursday  9th February 2023 

Year 7 Challenge Parent Information Evening 

(for details of our Challenge programme for 

stretch and extension) 

Thursday  9th February 2023 

End of term  3 

Monday 20th February 2023 

Start of term 4 

Key dates 
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The year 8 Netball team ended what was an extremely successful season on a high yesterday by winning 
the B&NES tournament and remaining undefeated. They showed fantastic skill and sportsmanship and will 

now be progressing on to the County semi finals. 

Year 8 Netball win 
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'About Time - A Musical Journey Through History' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel through time with us as we look at some of the most significant moments in History performed from a selection of west 
end and Broadway shows. We start our journey in the early 1500s and will conclude in the present day.  

This show is full of explosive hit songs, high energy dance routines and compelling acting scenes. 

 

It is less than 2 weeks until opening night and the students have been working incredibly hard to produce this exciting show! 
Tickets will be going on sale at 9am on Saturday 21st January so make sure you get your tickets early as this is certainly not 

one to be missed!  

The production will be taking place at 7pm on Monday 30th January, Tuesday 31st January and Thursday 2nd February.  
 

You can purchase tickets online using the following link 
 https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-jekbva  

Rehearsals 
 

All cast and chorus are needed for the following rehearsals: 

Sunday 22nd January: 9.45am - 4pm (please ensure you bring sufficient food and drink to the rehearsal) 

Tuesday 24th January: 3.15pm - 5pm 

Wednesday 25th January: 3.15pm - 4.30pm 

Sunday 29th January: 9.45am - 4pm 

We are aware that some students wish to come to the show with their friends and can't book this online.   

Therefore we have set aside ten tickets each night which students can purchase at lunchtime.  They need to come to Mendip 
Foyer at lunchtime and give their name.   

Parents will then be informed that their child has purchased a ticket and they will be charged the cost of the ticket on 
BromCom.  

They will also be informed about which day their child has purchased the ticket! 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school/e-jekbva
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All our winners have demonstrated endeavour, resilience and empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be  

confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”. 

At Wellsway School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is  

important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet!  This week’s nominees have all 

demonstrated that mind-set and trait.  

Our winners: 

Year 7  - Lila O– Fantastic art project  

Year 8  - Maisie D– Fantastic friend to a new starter  

Year  9   Finley F – Exceptional contribution to tutor time  

Year 10 Alfie J– Consistent effort in English  

 Year 11 Tobey S– Fantastic tech coursework  

 

 

   

Principal’s Personal Achievement Award  

Year 10 - Xavier D  

Xavier is being recognised for his achievement in being selected to represent the 

Gloucester County Disability Cricket S9 Squad  

Congratulations Xavier! 

Principal’s Student of the Week 
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Joseph Buscemi in Year 13 went to Costa Rica to volunteer at a Turtle Sanctuary for his Gold DofE Residency  

Here he shares with us on his experience and some fantastic photos for you all to see.  
 

“Over Christmas and new year, I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to volunteer at a turtle sanctuary on 
the pacific coast of Costa Rica. I loved every second of it, the location, wildlife and the people I met were amazing. 

 
Daily activities included exhuming (digging up) turtle nests from the sanctuary; releasing the turtles at any of 3 
different beaches on early morning or late afternoon walks; walking trails looking for tent-making bats, scarlet 

macaws and monkeys as well as night walks searching for caimans and crocodiles, all in aid of the conservation of 
the magnificent creatures. 

  
Turtle releases consisted of up to 400 baby turtles, usually drawing a large crowd of tourists to come watch. 

It was overall a fantastic experience and I am grateful to have been able to make a difference in the conservation 
of the turtles, I strongly recommend volunteering at animal reserves to anyone as it is a life-changing experience." 

Joseph Buscemi - Gold DofE Residency  
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On Thursday we welcomed Beechen Cliff for a 6th Form Netball match 
against our Y12's.  

Beechen won the toss but the girls were quick to turn the ball over 
and Ellie scored the first goal. Great movement in the centre court 

from Steph and Grace meant the ball moved quickly from our centre 
pass back into the shooting circle where Bea put another shot up.  

 
Brilliant defence from Macey, Katy and Izzy meant the ball stayed out 
of Beechen Cliff's attacking circle. Strong passes throughout the game, 
brilliant intercepts and some great shooting left Wellsway taking away 

the win with a 52-9 victory. 

 A fantastic game, well done girls!  
 

Congratulations to Ellie who was awarded POTM.  
           

       Miss Barron 

On Tuesday we travelled to Norton Hill for the first Y10 Netball 
game of the year.  

We played 7-minute quarters and the girls were quick to gel as a 
team and find each other on the court. With brilliant shooting from 
Ella and Martha, and tight defence from Kaya and Elena we ended 
Q1 12-0 up. Brooke and Lily came on in Q2 and made some great 
passes in the centre court and we entered the second half 22-1.  

With further changes made at half time, there was great attack and 
defence in the midcourt from Sophie, Amelia and Elliane to keep 
the ball out of our defensive third and feed successfully into the 
shooters. The girls ended the match with a 39-2 win. A fantastic 

game to start on girls!  

Well done to Kaya who was awarded POTM by Norton Hill.  

Miss Barron 

Y12 Netball Win vs Beechen Cliff 

Y10 Netball vs Norton Hill 
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Year 8 Sports Ambassadors  

Thank you so much to the wonderful Year 8  Sports Ambassadors who helped set up and run the Small 
School Sports Hall athletics competition on Tuesday this week.  

They ran the jumping, running and throwing stations for the 100 children who attended, demonstrating good 
technique, measuring and recording for each activity. The event simply would not be able to run without their 
help. Well done to everyone involved.            
            Mrs Burston 
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Year 7 and 8’s Book Buzz Dazzle Me Project 

 
Last term the PTA funded Year 7 and 8’s involvement in Book Buzz: an organisation that 

selects 15 brilliant books for students to choose from, read and enjoy. After reading their 
new books, students were tasked with creating a Dazzle Me piece of work: a creation 

inspired by their reading book.  

Classes had gallery sessions to display these brilliant projects and then chose three of 
the best from each class to go through to a final round for judging. Our judges (PTA 

members, School Governors, Mr Pearsall and English Teachers) were all so impressed 
with the creativity, dedication and brilliance of all of the projects.  

Three winners from each year group were chosen (a task the judges found challenging as 
the standard was so high).  

Congratulations to all of Year 7 and 8, but particularly to our winners:  

Year 7: Robin L (1st) 

Louie C(2nd)  

Jack W (3rd) 

Year 8 : Oliver F (1st) 

Immy S (2nd)  

Luca W (3rd) 
 

 Prizes and certificates will be awarded next week.  
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Challenge Programme 

 

On Wednesday we had a visit from Sue from Bath University.  She spoke to 90 Year 10 pupils about University, 
looking into the reasons for going to University, the courses on offer and what studying at University would be 

like.  One pupil said "It was really interesting to find out more about University because I don't really know much 
about it." Another pupil said "It's amazing how many different things you can study at University, there are courses 

on Viking Studies!"   

As a follow up, we are running an after-school session with a member of staff from Cambridge University for Year 
10 pupils who might consider applying for Oxford or Cambridge University in the future 3:05pm Thursday 2nd Feb in 

L34.   

Pupils who wish to attend should complete this form  https://forms.office.com/e/bH7WU2b3dw which has also 
been emailed to pupils. 

 
Later in the year, there will be an opportunity for some Yr 10 pupils to visit Bath University.  

There is another Subject Session coming up for KS3 pupils on Tuesday 31st Jan in Lansdown Hall 3:05-4:05:  
"Tin Car Challenge 2."   

 
All are welcome, pupils who have joined the Challenge programme are expected to attend.  

                Dr Hambidge 

Challenge Programme Coordinator 

https://forms.office.com/e/bH7WU2b3dw
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Upcoming trips 

Ski Trip 2024! 

We are delighted to share that we are working with our long-standing partners PGL to arrange a ski trip for  
students currently in Year 9.  The trip will take place during February half term 2024 and we anticipate it will cost 

around £1400.  A deposit of £150 will be required in due course.  We will update families as soon as we have more 
details. 

Hakuna Matata…What a Wonderful Trip! 

Year 8 students will soon be invited to join a trip to the Bristol Hippodrome to see the spectacular musical The Lion 
King on Wednesday 28th June.  The group will watch a matinee performance and should arrive back at school 

around 5.30pm.   

More details will be shared once they are confirmed.  

Year 12 Geography Residential Update 

We have emailed parents/carers of all students who have signed up for this trip to request all passenger  
information which will enable us to make sure all dietary and medical needs are prepared for.  There will be a pre-

visit meeting on Monday 6th February at 5pm which all students and one parent/carer are required to attend.   

Also, a polite reminder that the final instalment is due by 9.00am on Friday 3rd February. 
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CAREERS NEWSLETTER 

Wellsway School Careers Hub Careers Update: 20th January 2023 (Pdf) 

Drop in to ask a question, enquire about anything ‘careers’ OR 

Email – careers@wellswayschool.com    

 

Please ensure all items are named before wearing them into school so 

that they can be easily returned to the correct student if lost. 

                  
 

 

 

We are always looking for new members to give a little time or lend their expertise; so if you are interested in joining 

us, please send us a message at pta@wellswayschool.com or via Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/ 

 

Wessex Water is carrying out some essential lining work on faulty sewer pipes in Dapps Hill, 
Keynsham, during February and we wanted to advise Keynsham Town Council about the work 

taking place. 

Please note this maintenance work is separate to the larger sewer flood alleviation scheme 
taking place on the B3116 Wellsway during the 2023 school summer holidays, for which my 
colleagues are currently in the process of speaking to local stakeholders to discuss further 

The lining work will take place from Monday 20 February to Wednesday 22 February 2023, 
with three-way lights in place near the triangular junction of Dapps Hill with St Clements 

Road.   

In addition, footpaths at Gooseberry Lane and from Fairfield Terrace to Steel Mills will also be 
closed from Wednesday 22 February to Friday 24 February to allow us to complete this work. 

 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Careers/Careers%20Newsletters/2022/2023/CAREERS%20NEWSLETTER%2019.01.23.pdf
mailto:careers@wellswayschool.com
mailto:pta@wellswayschool.com
http://www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/
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